[Bartter's syndrome and tubular functional disturbances].
A 5-year-old boy is presented who exhibited the classical symptoms of the syndrome described by BARTTER et al. in 1962: growth retardation, hypokalemic alkalosis, hyperplasia of the juxtaglomerular apparatus with normotensive hyperreninism-hyperaldosteronism, polydipsia with impaired renal concentration ability resistant to pitressin. In addition, the patient showed the typical proximal tubular defects of the Fanconi syndrome: hyperphosphaturia with hypophosphatemic ricktts, generalized hyperaminoaciduria, proteinuria and glucosuria. In the cases of Bartter's syndrome described to date, no uniform pathogenetic mechanism could be identified. Proximal tubular salt wasting generally is assumed to be the primary defect. The studies carried out in this case support this hypothesis and indicate that the complete clinical picture of Bartter's syndrome may occur within the framework of multiple proximal tubular defects.